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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 
In view of the arguments filed in the response dated 12/22/2006, the IDS statements filed 
3/31/2004 and 10/01/2004 have been reconsidered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1, 3, 5-8, and 10-20 are allowed. 

As to independent claim 1, the prior art does not disclose or render obvious at the time the 
invention was made automatically operable safety shield system for use with a syringe comprising an 
inner holder having at least one first opening and said outer shield having at least one first stop member, 
said first stop member being engageable with the first opening when said outer shield is in said retracted 
position, and a spring positioned between the distal portion of the inner holder and the distal end of the 
outer shield. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Catherine N. Witczak whose telephone number is (571) 272-7179. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kevin 
Sirmons can be reached on (571) 272-4965. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 



Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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